Bangs Canyon Implementation Summary

1.

The implementation is crafted to fulfill the 1999 Bangs Canyon Management Plan (BCMP)
and the 1987 Grand Junction Resource Area Resource Management Plan (RMP).

The decision (Alternative 5) is crafted from the four alternatives discussed in the
Environmental Assessment, as well as from public comment.

BLM analyzed the construction of a shared-use, single-track system that will have a regional
appeal and complements the Cactus Park opportunities, south of Bangs Canyon and across
Highway 141 (Area 6).

All existing and new routes included in the public routes network will be constructed and
maintained to meet sustainable defined standards. (See EA Appendix A, Criteria for the
Placement of Trails.) Well-designed routes are more fun to use, and resource protection will
be enhanced.

The actions will improve the recreation opportunities on the urban interface, with better trails
and facilities at Lunch Loop. Implementation of the plan expands opportunities for day-use
motorized users and mountain bikers in Area 4, and improves hiking trails in Areas 2 and 3.
To protect the resource and eliminate troublesome social trails on the urban interface, all
visitors are restricted to designated routes (Areas 1, 2, 3 and 4).

The decision creates expanded boundaries and additional protections for backcountry
primitive experiences. (Acreage was 12,000 and will now be 34,000 acres.)

The BLM will be better able to initiate implementation projects using partnerships with user
groups.

Our obligation to connect the Tabeguache Trail from Little Park Road to Highway 141 will
be fulfilled. The primitive 4X4 route will be a more difficult trail suitable for high clearance
4X4 vehicles. This route will provide hunting access, helping to achieve Colorado Division
of Wildlife herd management objectives.

The decision defines allowable uses for all routes and manages impacts resulting from human
use. All trails will be built and maintained to a sustainable standard. The resulting new trail
systems reduce the number of miles of routes available for public access, preserving 34,000
primitive backcountry acres. The decision:

o fulfills the 1999 Bangs Canyon Plan and 1987 Grand Junction Resource Management
Plan,

locates the motorized trailhead away from residential areas,

includes ATV specific trails,

expands the backcountry primitive area from 12,000 to 34,000 acres,

expands the designated shared-use trail system while reducing trail miles from 216 to
187,



e requires well-designed, sustainable routes that are more fun to use and provides

protections for the resource,

e improves both facilities and recreation opportunities in the urban interface areas, and
e provides for freeride/downhill bicycle opportunities.

10. The following is a summary of the mileages and acreages affected by the full implementation
of the 1999 BCMP. Prior to 1999 (approval of the BCMP), 251 miles were available to the
public. Presently, 216 miles of routes are available to the public. With the implementation
of this decision, 187 miles will be available to the public. Although fewer miles will be
available, the recreation experience will be of a higher quality and resource protection will be

enhanced.

ALTERNATIVE 5-SELECTED ALTERNATIVE

Areal

Miles
Closed 9
Admin 0
Existing 15
New 12
Open 27

public
routes

Area 2

Miles
8
1
9
6
15

Area 3

Miles
0
0
9
4
13

Area 4

Miles
10
1
13
20
33

Area5 Areab

Miles Miles
7 11
23 56
24 20
6 49
30 69

TOTAL
MILEAGE
45

81

90

97

187



